CORPUS CHRISTI

The liturgy on the feast of Corpus Christi focuses our attention on the gift of the Eucharist as the food that builds up the community into Christ's own body. Between Pentecost and the full resumption of the Sundays of Ordinary Time-where we are now-we have sabbath liturgies that focus on the trinity-on the community of Persons that is our God; and on the Eucharist which is Go's sharing of that life and communion with us.
When Jesus promised the Pentecostal spirit, He said that the Spirit would lead the disciples into the fullness of truth. And the full truth into which the Spirit leads us is not something new belief, but the truthful living of the Jesus' life and death and resurrection. The fullness of truth come with the living of the truth, of being truth-full, or as the Scriptures say-”Doing the truth in love”. To live the life of Jesus, the life of God in the circumstances of ordinary life-that is the fullness, the fulfillment of the truth.

The truth of Christ is not something to be spoken religiously as if it were outside or beyond the circumstances of everyday life: but it is to be enacted in our lives. We can recognize the difference between people who tell the truth and those who live the truth. What we want, and more important what God wants for us is to be people who live the truth.

When Christ says” Do this in memory of me”, what does He want us to do? Not just repeat the words in a religious, liturgical act, important though that is. But what makes the words and gestures so terribly important is that they symbolize what Christ did, in real life-giving His body and blood for us to be the basis of a new covenant among us and with God. We do not tell the full truth is we just say the words-the truth only comes to fulfillment when we do the deed.

It is also important to keep in mind Jesus' response in the Gospel when they approached Him and asked Him to send the people away to get food. He replied:” Give then something to eat yourselves.” When they cannot, He does it for them. We can get so mesmerized by the miracle of feeding the five thousand that we think that praying for, waiting for and expecting miracles is what faith is about.

Indeed we have faith that God will feed his people- but we expect that God does this through His body in the world doing what he did in memory of him.

When Matthew describes the last judgment he does not have Jesus say “I was hungry and you asked God to perform a miracle and feed me”. The great miracle of Christ's death and resurrection, of His giving body and blood on the cross in the Eucharist is meant to empower His people, his body, to do what He challenged His disciples to do-”Give them something to eat yourselves”.

In other words- I have told you the truth; I have done the truth in love; if you are my disciples, my body, you will do the same.

This is the work of the Spirit, leading us into the fullness of truth-leading us to be the Body of Christ.

Let us pray that, as Vincentians, indeed as Christians, that our truth will be a matter of deeds that speak louder and truer that just words.
